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Agency Correspondence

The agency correspondence included in this appendix does not represent all responses received
from local, state and federal agencies involved in this project. Only those responses directly
referenced in the text have been included. Agencies that submitted responses include:

Section 106

e Delaware Nation of Oklahoma

e Miami Tribe of Oklahoma

e Hamilton County Historian*

e Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana*

e Monon Railroad Historical-Technical Society, Inc.*

Localities

e Washington Township*

e (Clay Township

o Westfield Washington Schools*

e Hamilton County Highway Department

State of Indiana

¢ Indiana Department of Transportation
o Greenfield Sub-district
o Aeronautics Section
¢ Indiana Department of Natural Resources
o Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology*
o Division of Nature Preserves*
o Division of Fish and Wildlife
¢ Indiana Department of Environmental Management
e Indiana Geological Survey

Federal Government

e Department of the Army Corps of Engineers

e United States Fish and Wildlife Service*

e United States Environmental Protection Agency
e United States Department of Agriculture

*Denotes responses included in the appendix.

These responses are on file.

US 31 Preliminary Alternatives 'i'f.’tl_ﬁﬂ'-l

Analysis and Screening Report
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Erin Breetzke, M.E.S.

% Parsons Transportation Group

11405 North Pennsylvania Slkreet, Sulle 100
Carmel, Tndiana 46037

Dear Erin Breetzke: Re:  US 31 Improvement Project

I have looked over the material ¥ou sent me under date
OF 25 Apmil 2002 and basicly agree with the listings in the His-
torical and Archaeclogical Resources, although T may be abkle Lo
make a litble clarification of 20019 Pleasant View Cemetery. The
locakbion of Lthis cemetery i1s on the south side of 203rd Street,
approximately 1/4 of a mile east 0f present day U.S. 31. also,
20017 Chester Friends Cemetery sayvs present law will proscribe
any activity with in 100 feet of this resource. At present the
west right of way of U7.5. 31 lies tothe eastond adjacenlt to Lhe
east line of Lhe cemetery. This as is the case with .all cemsteries
we do not gel to concerned with Lhe 100 feet portion of this law
1f presenlt roads ete. have already been existance, however, the
remainder of the law which prevents any right of way or utility
grants with the land "set aside ror cemetery purposes” does apply.

The only other correction that I feel wvou should have
concerns my listing as a consulting parkty. The telephone humbor
should be 317/773-3454 instead of the Hamilton County Historical
Sceoemkysy m5lso Lhe zip code should be 46060-2146.

Respectfully,

n'lr‘:#-’
mﬁ(/ g e
Jdge H. Burgdss
Hamilton County Historian
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April 25, 2002

Ms. Erin Breetrke, M.E.S,

Environmental Planner

Parsons Transportation Group

L1405 MNorth Pennsylvania Street, Suite 100
Canel, I 46032

RE:  LLS. 31 Improvement Project
Designation #9905500
Hamilton County, Indiana

[ear Mz, Breevzle:

Thanle you very much for the opportunity to meet with you on Apnl 16, 2002, 1o discuss the specifics of the US
31 Improvement Project. We appreciate all the time and effort you have put into detenmining the potential
effects of this project on the historic resources in the area. We are confident that your care and attention will
allow for a final deciston that will have the least nepative impact.

Atthe meeting, you identified filteen properties that lie within the APE. We realize that mote research is needed
ancl is underway, however, u summary of our response to this information is as follows:

We strongly object to the proposed demolition of site #20025, the Hunt House, We also continue 1o be
concerned about seven properties that are either very close to the project or may be dirvectly hit [rom one of the
alternatives presented, They ares #55010- - Benjamin Chapel House, #26027— Goodrich Brothers Grain
Elevator, #26026— House, #26025— House, #20020— House, #20018— Farm, #20003—5, Limﬂr_'y Farm,
And we have concerns with two of the three cemeteries in the APT: #56001— Carmel Cemetery, and #20017—
Chester Friends Cemetery, These two cemeteries will be directly hit by the project.

We believe that our concerns ean be addressed by choosing the best possible alternative for this project. Mr.
Grayburn indicated that one of the goals of the April 16% meeting was to discuss which altermatives would
continue on in the process. We would like to encourage you 1o continue to consider Altermative G, which seems
to us, based in the information presented at the meeting, to have the least wnpact, As ol the current plans, no
historie buildings would be demolished and the project would be in cdlase proximity to only two buildings, sites
#5501 and #20020. Whereus the cther alvermatives could have up to four direct hics, including the Flunt
House, which would be demolished 1n Alvernative F.

Thank you again for the opportunity 1o meet with you, We look foreard 1o worling with you on this project.
Please do net hesitate to contact me at (317) 6394534 if vint have any questions,

Sj.l 1oL l'l'_']}-' &
-.l(._‘l

o

.

Repional Program Coordinateor

co Cyrtls Brubaleer, Divectar
John Carr, Dhvision of Hlistorie Preservarion & Archeology



MONON RAILROAD
HISTORICAL-TECHNICAL SOCIETY, INC.

April 18, 2002

Erin Breetzke, Environmental Planner
Parsons Transportation Group

11405 North Pennsylvania Street
Carmel, IN 46032

Re: US 31 Improvement Project
Hamilton County

Des 9905500

Section 106 Consultation Meeting

Dear Ms Breetzke:

Thanlk you for the opportunity to participate in the Section 106 consultation meeting
for this project, April 16, 2002,

The purpose of the Monon Railroad Historical and Teclnical Society, Inc. is to
collect and preserve inlormation. vestige and other items of historical or technical interest
concerning the Monon Railroad, its predecessor companies ete. In particular the earliest
predecessors in this area were the Indianapolis, Delphi and Chicago and Louisville, New
Albany and Chicago.

All that remains of the Monen in the study area are the route of the railroad which 15
nsed in part as the “Monon Trail” and the depot. in Carmel Both of these items are being
handled by parties other than this Society. All other railroad owned facilities that might be
of interest have been removed,

Inaddition your list contained Item 26027, Goodrich Brothers Grain Blevator that was
was a customer of both the Monon and the railroad which it crossed at Westficld, Except for
noting its slatus as a customer of the railroad we do not have an interest in preserving this
privately owned structure and surrounding land..

The Society has the engineering drawings from the Monon Railroad which can he
made available for your use in this projecl,

Documantation Departmen
B104 Bromley Flace, Indiznapolis, IN 46219-2857 (317)897-3903 rewheeler@iguest nat



Mls. Erin Breetzke,
April 18, 2002
Page 2

If additional information is needed or we may be of Turther assistance in this project, please
advise.

sineerely, - P

=il _,3.:_,-: .,/

o e ; i spher

5€§/_{z’:ff;/ _F,#i//,{,.-/._.{f’?ff T e
~ Roberl E. Wheeler, Archivist

co: Frank VanBree, President

Ed Lewnard, Secretary
File: ussi seen wel

Locumentation Departmen
8104 Bromley Place, Indianapolis, IN 46218-2852 (317)897-3503 reswhesler@iguest ral



WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP

HamirroN COUNTY

TrusTER
Traveny 10, 3L

Towwnsime Bosrn
Jin Casey

SrEVE WERSTEDL
CARL STEELE

Erin Breetzke

Parsons Transportation Group

11405 N. Pennsylvania St - Suite 100
Carmel, IN 46032

May 22, 2002

Ref: MacGregor Park

Dear Ms. Breetzke:

Per our conversation this is to verify that Washington Township Parks Department
is the owner of MacGregor Park (@ US 31 North and IND State Road 38. We are

in the process of contracting with a parks designer and builder for development of
this property as a nature park.

Tl

DaI L Gill, Trustee
Washington Township - Hamilton County

1920 East 15 1sl Streer « Carmel, Indiana 46033-7734 « Phone (317) 574-9400 « Fax (3171 574-9910



Memorandum

To: Erin Breetzle, M.E.S.
Ermaunmenta Flarner
CG:
From: Marty MeGaughey
Director of Facilities
Weslhald Washington Schools
Data:  05/28/2

Re: Additions to the plat map

Please find some additions to the public use area on the maps you provided, 1 have included the track
ared, two additional base ballfsoft ball fields, and a small playground far cur pliysically challenged
students. The ball diamonds are for school usape ns well as public use, however we do have a
procedure (o follow to reserve their usage.

[ would be willing to answer further questions reparding our facilities at dny Lime,

Thank wou,

barty MeGaughey



Frank Q'Banhon, Governar
John Goss, Director

Indiana Department of Natural Resources Pl
Frivizion ol igtoric Preseraation & Archizeohogy o0 W Webinpiee ferzel, W T Dndiemapalis, 1M an2i0.200% .‘.I @ ‘I
Phesse 118232 1lfie P 5152120090 dhpeiiden stnte in s e =

May 15, 2002

Erin Breetzke, MES

Environmental Planner

Parsons Transportation Group

11405 North Pennsylvania Street, Suite 100
Carmel, Indiana 46032

Federal Agency:  Federal Highway Administration

Re: Additional information concerning the modifications to US 31 from [-465 1o SR 38
(Designation #9905500; DNR #8610-1)

Dear Ms, Brestzke:

Pursuant 1o Section 106 of the National Histaric Preservation Act {16 U.S.C. 4701 and 36 C.F.R. Part s, the
[ndiana State Historic Preservation Officer ( Indiana SHPO) has conducted an analysis of the materials dated
April L2002, and April 25, 2002, and received] by the Indiana SHPC an April 2, 2002, and Aqpril 26, 2002, far
the above indicated praject in Carmel, Clay and Washington townships, Hamilton Couanly, Indiana,

[n our opinion, the following praperties are individually eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Maces:

I S. Lindley Farm on US 31 (Site #057-667-200073 per the Hawilion County Interim Report) is a
good example of Italianate archilecture.

Z} Hunt House on 1S 31 (Site #037-667-20025) is 1 gacd example of the Gathie Revival style of
architccture,

However. based upon the available historical and architectural documentation, we believe that the tollowing
properties do nol meet the eriteria 1o be considered eligible for inclusion in the National Register,

|} Chester Friends Cemetery on 1S 31 (Site #057 (6720017

2 Farm on LIS 31 (Site #057-667-20018)

3] Pleisant Wiew Cemetery on Fas| 202" Street (Site #057-667-2001 97
4 House on East 1917 Street (Sile HOS7-do4-20020)

3l Farm on Grassy Branch Road ( Site #057-664-20023)

i) House on Westlield Boulevard (Site {15 T eeble - 20042

T House al 315 West Main Streel (Site AOST-607-26025)

i House at 131 Poplar Street {Sile #057-667-26026)

oy Croodrich Brothers Crenin Elevaior an SR 37 .[f';m_ ."."{J_‘:u_."—lf1|,r;u?—2f§|“_'»"_'.-'-:l
[ 11 Sununit Lawn Cemetery (Site #057-607-26017)

L1 Benjamin Chappel House at 416 West Smoky Road (Site #057-098-55010

12] Farm on West 131" Street (Site #057-098-5350] Ly
|2 Carmel Cemetery on North Rangeline Road (Sire HOST-008-50001 )

An Equal Opportunity Employer
Priclad an Recy:sizd Papar



Erin Brecizke
My 15, 2002
Mage 2

We would be happy (o reevaluate the above listed thirteen properties, i’ more historical or architectural
documentation becomes available.

When the information becomes available, please provide a detailed site plan, drawn to scale, showing the
faotprint or face of the Lindley Farm and the Hunl House in relation to the existing and proposed condilions
{e.g., roadway, right-of-way, driveways, ete.). Be sure to include any chanpes to the existing conditions,

In regard to archaeological aspects of this review, we concur that 12H359 will require further investigations.
Sites 12ZH87, 121188, [2HI02, 12H120, (20121, 12HI5E 12HI55, 12H168, 121304, 12HA58, 12459,
12HAG0, 12H482, [2ZHE23, 12HR824, 12HR48, and 1218499 are not eligible for register stalus,

Chur records indicate that portions of the proposed project area have not been assessed by a professional
archaeologist. Based upon our knowledge of the region, the proposed project area is physiographically suitable
to contain archaeological resources. In order ta determine the effects of this project on archaeological resources
and as part of the Federal Agency Official's responsibilities to identif ¥y historic properties, pursuant to 36 C.F.R,
8104, we will need an archaeological reconnaissance level survey. The survey must be done in accordance with
the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation” (48 F.R.
44716). A deseription of the survey methods and results must be submitted to the Division of Historic
Preservation and Archacology for review before we can comment Turther,

In the event that sites which are eligible far the National Register are discovered, the applicant must follow the
riles and regulations established by the Advisory Council on Histaric Preservation (Tound at 36 C.F.1%, Part 200y
ta implement federal Public Laws 89-665, 94-422. and 96-515, and Exccutive Order 11593

I' you have questions about our comments, please call our office at (317} 232-1646, Questions about
archacological issues should be directed to Bill Mangold, Questions about buildings or structures should be

directed to Karie A. Brudis.

Very truly yours,

L. Cioss
AHistoric Preservation Officer

ABRWLMowim

cer Joho Baxter, Division Administrator, Federal Highway Administeation
fena Roy, Central Regional Office, Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana



Frank O'Bannon, Governor
Larry D Macklin, Diractor
Lrivision of Muture Preserves
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 402 W Washington Street, Fna, Wla7
[neliznapredis, [N 462042739

January 31, 2002

Mz, Lrin Brestzke, M.E.S.

Parsons Transportation Group

11405 North Pennsylwvania Street, Suite 100
Carmel, IN 46032

Near Ms. Breetbzlke:

I am responding Lo your request for informaticn on the endangeread,
threatened, or rare (ETR) species, high guality natural communities, and
natural areas documented from the US 31/5R 431 project area, Hamilton &
Marion County, Indiana. The Indiana MNatural Heritage Dakta Center has
been checked and enclosed you will Find information on the ETR epecias
and significant areas decumented from Lhe projeckt area.

For more information on the animal species mentioned, please contact
Fatle Smith, Nongams Supervisor, Division of Fish and Wildlife, 402 W.

Washington Room W273, Indianapolis, Indiana 45204, {317)232-4080,

The infermabtion I am providing does not precluds Cthe requiremsnt For
further consultation with the U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service as required
under Section 7 of Lhe Endangered Species Ack of 1973, You  should
contact Lthe Service at their Bloomington, Indiana office.

U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service
620 Bouth Walker st.
Blocminglon, Indiana 47403-2121
(B12)334-4251

AL some point, you may need Lo contact the Devartment =f Natural
Resources'! Bnvironmental Review Coordinator so that other divisions
within the department have the opportunity Lo review yvour proposal., For

more information, plesase contack :

Larry Macklin, Director

Department of Natural Rescurces
attn: Stephen 1. Jos=

Envircnmental Coordinator

Division of Fish and Wildlife

402 W. Washington Stresl, Hoom W273
Indianapolis, IN 46204
{317}232-4080

An Equal Qppariunity Employes
Frintac on Hooyelad Pane



Erin Breetzke 2 January 31, 20032

Please note that the Indiana Natural Meritage Data Center relies on the

observations of many individuals for our data. In most cases, the
information is not the result of comprehensive field surveys conductsad
at particular sites. Therefore, our atatement that there are no

documented significant natural features at a site ghould not he
interpreted to mean that the site does not support special planks ar
animals.

Due bto the dynamic nature and sensitivity of the data, this information
should not be used for any project other than that for which it was
originally intended. It may be necessary for you to request updalbed
material from us in order Lo basgse vour planning decisions on the most
current information.

Thank wyou feor contacting the Indiana MNalbural Heritage Data Cenksr. You

may reach me abt  (217)232-8059 if ¥ou have any questions or nsed
addilbional information.

Sincerely,

?mwfzf/g T%%E%Z

Eonald P
Indiana Natural Heritage Data Center

enclosure: data shest



January 31, 2002 ENDANGERED, THREATENED AND RARE SPECIES,

HIGH QUALITY NATURAL COMMUNITIES, AND SIGNIFICANT NATURAL AREAS DOCUMENTED
FROM THE US 31/5R 431 PROIECT AREA, HAMILTON & MARION COUNTIES, [NDIAMA

TYPE SPECIES MAME COMMON NAMI STATE FED LOCATION DATE COMMENT
CARMEL
BITTERNUT WOODS NATURE PRESERVE
Forest FOREST - FLOODPLAIN - WET-MESIC 50 Ry TITWEOAE 03 SEG NOD
WET-MESIC FLOODPLATN FOREST
loreat FOREST - UPLANT} MESIC UPLAND FOREST 8G bk TITHNREOIE 03 S5EQ  NOD
MESIC
FISHERS
Bird BUTED LINEATUS RED-SHOULDERED 550 e TISNEOAE 29 MW 1957
HAWE
Mammal TAXIDEA TAXLIS AMERICAN BADGER S e TIEMEDIE 1085
CARMEL
Mol TAXIDEA TAMIIS AMERICAN BATHGER ah o THTNROAE 07 B2 1989
HE0)
STATE: sxcexlirpated, SE=endangeied, 5T=threatened, Sh=rare, SaC=speainl concem, WL=watch 135,

SC=significant, ** na stats bul rarity warrants conee
FEDERAL:  LE=endangered, LT=lweatensd, LELT=different listings for specific ranges of s eoins, PE=proposed
L - .1 ul = v p . p i I
et gered, FT- proposed threslened, B/SA=appearance similar to LE species, ®=nal listed

|



United States Department of the Interior

FISTT ANMND WILDLIFE SERVICE

BLOOMINGTON FIELD OFFICE (ES)
620 South Walleer Street
Bloomington, Indiana 47403-212 1
(812) 334-4261 FAX 334-4273
July 25, 2001

IH REILY BEFER TO:

Mr. Cory Grayburn

Parsons Transportation Group

1 1405 North Pennsylvania Street, Suite 100
Carmel, Indiana 46032

Project : US 31 improvements, T-465 to SR 38 (Des. #9905500)
Waterway:  Multiple stream crossings '
Work Type:  Road reconstruction and widening

County(ies): Hamilton

Drear Mr. Grayburn:

Tins provides the U.S. Tish and Wildlife Service (FWS) comments in response to the June 28,
2001 interagency review meeting and field inspection for the aforementioned project,

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Acl (16 U.5.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental

Policy Act of 1969, the Endangered Species Acl of 973, and the U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service's
Mitigation Policy.

PURPOSE AND NEED

We concur with The US EPA representative’s comments at the interagency review meeting that
origin/destination studies should be performed to ensure that the selected route will best address
the traflic paiterns which are generating the congestion problems,

We also recommend that you use the results of the origin/destination studies to give full
consideralion to mass transit alternatives, possibly in concert with road construction alternatives,
to address the congestion problems on US 31, Mass transit facilities at key locations may reduce
the scope of road reconstruction, or may improve the level of service beyond what the road
reconstruction alone can attain, The benefils of mass Lransit alternatives may not be fully realized
undl facilities have been in place long enough for commuters to become accustomed Lo using
them, A substantial increase in mass transit use would produce environmental benefits in terms of
water gquality and air gqualily.



2.

Serious consideration should be given o pedestrian/bicycle facilities, including multi-use trails on
all route alternatives. '

ROUTE ALTERNATIVES AND PROJECT IMPACTS

We have conducted an inspection of potentially sensitive areas along the existing US 31 route
alternative. As discussed in our previous leiters and in your meeling minutes, our major concern
with that alternative is the Cool Creek corridor and floodplain wetland complex that it located
near the existing US 31/SR 431 interchange. A reconfiguration of the US 31/SR 431 interchange
that had substantial impacts on this aren would be unacceptable to this agency. Another area of
concern is a forested section of the Cool Creek floodplain near US 31 north of 156" Street. Due

to the proximity to Cool Creek at this location, no new right-of-way should be taken from the
forested floodplain.

We have not inspected the other route alternatives that were presented at the meeting, except for
the driving survey from existing roads. We are not aware of any highly sensitive areas that would
be affected by the other routes, however there are several potential crossings of forested stream
corridors, including Williams Creek and several of its tributaries. Minor wetland impacts may also
occur on these routes. We may need additional field inspections to further evaluate these issues.

The general feeling among INDOT and FHWA staff at the meeting was that the far western
routes may not fulfill the project purpose of reducing congestion, however more infarmation on
this subject may be provided by the results of the origin/destination studies.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

As stated in our previous letters, the proposed project is within the range of the Federally
endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and federally threatened bald eagle (Haliceetus
feucocephalus). At this time there are no eagle nests or significant habitat areas near the project
corridor.

There is suitable summer habitat for Indiana bats in forested arcas along Cool Creek, and possibly
in other forested areas along the project route. There are no current records of Indiana bats near
the project corridor but to our knowledge none of the streams in the affected area have been
surveyed. There are multiple records of this species in adjacent Marion County, including a
location within 10 miles of the project. Since the boundaries of the impact area have not yel been
established we cannot make a determination as to whether the project may adversely alTect the
Indiana bat, The area of greatest concern is the Cool Creel corridor around and downstream from
the US 31/SR 43 | interchange. If any design alternatives would result in substantial impacts Lo

the forested stream corridor and flondplain, we recommend that a bat survey be performed mn this
are:d,

This endangered species information is provided for technical assistance only, and does not fullill
the requirements of Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.



RECOMMENDATION SUMMARY
US 31/SR 431 Interchange

1. Avoid relocation of Cool Creek or its tributaries, and avoid channel/bank disturbance
except for the minimum necessary for bridge crossings.

2. Avoid any significant alieration of the wetlands and forested foodplain,
3. Mitigate for unavoidable forest loss by reforestation within the Cool Creek floodplain.
Other Stream Crossings Floodplains

I Avoid forest clearing in the area on the east side of US 31 north of 156" Street, where the
highway is immediately adjacent to the forested floodplain of Cool Creek,

Z Design crossings to avoid channel relocations and otherwise minimize alterations of the
stream channels and riparian zones.

3. Implement standard mitigation measures as identified in our previous letters,
For further discussion please contact Mike Litwin at (812) 334-4261 (ext. 205},
sincerely yours,

) bl T

Scott E. Pruitt
Field Supervisor

cc:  Federal Highway Administration, Indianapolis, TN
Andrew Pelloso, IDEM, Water Quality Standards Section, Indianapolis, IN
Steve Jose, Indiana Division of Fish and Wildlife, Indianapolis, IN
Manager, Environmental Assessment, INDOT, Rm 1107, Indianapolis,IN



